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Published: Wednesday, December 11, 1991
Nov. 11: A spokesperson for the 4th Military Brigade in Medellin reported that one soldier and
two Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARC) rebels were killed and four others captured
in fighting in Buritica, Antioquia department. Col. Guillermo Ramirez Amaya, commander of the
Norte de Santander department police, told reporters that three campesinos and two police officers
were killed during a rebel attack in San Calixto. A military patrol located two police officers who
had been kidnapped by FARC rebels 48 hours earlier in Gutierrez, Cundinamarca department.
The officers were unharmed. Nov. 14: Police sources reported that the body of journalist Antonio
Rios was found in western Medellin. Rios, abducted Nov. 9, had been shot to death. Next, the body
of businessperson Juan Alberto Restrepo a former army officer, kidnapped Nov. 8 in Medellin's
Los Abedules neighborhood was also found. The corpses of both victims showed signs of torture.
According to police, National Liberation Army (ELN) rebels bombed two banks in the Venecia and
Chapirino regions of Bogota, causing serious damage but no casualties. Police sources reported
that FARC rebels destroyed a local police post, and attacked a loan cooperative office in Pasca,
located 60 km. southeast of Bogota. Two police officers were wounded in the attack. Nov. 15: Defense
Minister Rafael Pardo outlined a government plan for civilian disarmament, which includes stiffer
penalties on illegal weapons possession and trafficking, and larger budgets for public security
forces. The plan specifies destruction of approximately 20,000 weapons seized by police every year
in order to prevent seeing them resurface in the black market, and regulations for private security
and bodyguard services. The plan will be submitted to the National Security Council, and both
houses of the national congress for approval. Independent sources estimate that Colombians keep
at least 4 million unregistered firearms. Nov. 16: Third army brigade commander Gen. Gustavo
Pardo said two ELN guerrillas and one soldier were killed, and one soldier wounded in fighting
near Medellin. Police told reporters that paramilitary death squads killed five people in Bogota.
The victims were described as drug users or dealers. In Bogota, a death squad targeting the poor
which has taken responsibility for over 10 murders during the past two weeks in the capital city
threatened the life of Jaime Jaramillo, known for work on behalf of homeless children. Nov. 17:
Police and Medellin mayor Omar Florez blamed death squads for the murder of five young men at
a private residence in Medellin. Nov. 18: Military sources reported that six rebels and a soldier died
during clashes in northern Uraba, Antioquia department, over the past 48 hours. Official sources
said two rebels and a police officer were killed in fighting in Norte de Santander department.
The Defense Ministry reported 54 killings in Antioquia, Bolivar, Norte de Santander, Magdalena,
Vichada, Meta, Guajira and Bogota departments on Nov. 16-18. The total included 22 rebels, four
police officers, five kidnapping victims, 11 civilians, and 10 to 12 common criminals. Bogota police
headquarters sources told reporters that 10 police officers and four to six rebels were killed in a
guerrilla ambush of a police patrol on the highway linking Mocoa and Villa Garzon, Putumayo
department. Three police were seriously wounded, and three others were abducted by the rebels.
Eleventh army brigade commander Col. Leon Gomez reported that six rebels, a soldier and a
civilian were killed during the military occupation of a major FARC camp in Uraba, Antioquia
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department. Government officials reported that rebels released five police officers who had recently
been abducted two in Uraba and three in Norte de Santander department. Nov. 20: According
to a report by the state-run oil company, ECOPETROL, rebels bombed the main Cano Limon oil
pipeline twice, forcing suspension of pumping operations. An explosion near Tres Aguas, Norte
de Santander, spilled about 10,000 barrels of oil, and caused extensive environmental damage.
Nov. 22: In a press statement, the Attorney General's Office reported that 15 police officers accused
of abuse, torture and murder of homeless persons were fired. The same officers were accused of
participating in death squad in July active in Pereira, Risaralda. According to the statement, another
32 officers were investigated for complicity or negligence in connection with drug trafficking. The
statement mentioned a direct connection between the trafficking network and the death squad
victims. Nov. 23: Bogota police reported that gunmen attacked a Bogota restaurant on Friday night,
resulting in the death of five persons, and injury to two others. Police said a total of at least 37 people
were killed during the evening and early morning hours throughout the city. City newspapers
described the evening as the bloodiest night in Bogota so far this year. Nov. 24: A spokesperson
for the 5th army brigade reported that three soldiers were seriously wounded in the explosion of
a rebel mine near San Vicente de Chucuri, Santander department. Nov. 25: Boyaca department
police commander Col. Alfredo Salgado told reporters that rebels killed four ranch employees
and wounded another three workers during an attempt to prevent the rebels from abducting
their employer. The incident took place in main plaza of Pesca, Boyaca. Salgado also reported the
murder of three agricultural workers during an attempt to abduct a landowner in Riohacha, Guajira
department. Nov. 26: Official sources reported that eight people were killed and three seriously
injured when rebels detonated a bomb in Usma, located 40 km. southeast of Bogota. The dead
included a judge, a physician, five civilian judicial system administrators and a judicial police officer.
Alfonso Cano, spokesperson for the Simon Bolivar National Guerrilla Coordinator (CNGSB), said
rebels were not responsible for the attack. According to police sources, 11 municipal officials in
Pailitas, Cesar department, were kidnapped by ELN rebels. Two police officers traveling on the
highway between Sabana de Torres and Puerto Wilches, Santander department, were abducted
and shot execution-style. Nov. 27: According to military sources, one police officer was killed and
four officers and two civilian guides were abducted in Abejorral, Antioquia department. Rebels
released three police officers and a soldier who were recently abducted. Nov. 28: In a statement
to reporters, army commander Gen. Manuel Murillo Gonzalez, said authorities have proof that
FARC rebels were responsible for the Nov. 26 murders of eight members of a judicial committee.
President Cesar Gaviria gave investigators 72 hours to determine whether the attack on the judicial
commission was perpetrated by rebels. Results of the investigations will determine whether or
not negotiations between the government and the CNGSB are to continue in February. According
to Antioquia department police, 10 kidnappers and a female victim were killed in a police rescue
attempt in Union, Antioquia. The victim was abducted from Medellin on Nov. 24. Police sources said
she was killed by her abductors during the fighting. Nov. 29: Defense Minister Rafael Pardo Rueda
said an (unidentified) Bogota judge had issued an arrest warrant for Manuel "Sure-shot" Marulanda
Velez and other FARC leaders. Pardo Rueda said the army and the National Police would cooperate
in locating and arresting the rebels. The warrants are the outcome of a review of documents seized
during the Dec. 9, 1990, army occupation of the FARC's Casa Verde camp. According to local radio
broadcasts, Ariel Otero leader of anti-rebel death squads in the Magdalena Medio and 35 of his
men surrendered to authorities in Puerto Boyaca. The incident was in response to government
decrees reducing jail sentences and providing immunity from extradition for persons who surrender
weapons and confess. In a report issued last year, Amnesty International said such death squads
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were responsible for numerous multiple murders of rural workers and family members, including
the 1987 massacre of 22 banana workers on two plantations in northern Colombia. At least 500
persons are active in death squads in the Magdalena Medio. Government officials told reporters
that four civilian engineers three US citizens and a Colombian were released by ELN rebels. The
four were abducted Nov. 25, 1990, near Tibu, Norte de Santander department. Caracol and RCN
radio network reports said the engineers were employed by the Tulsa-based Natco oil exploration
company, which reportedly paid a ransom of approximately US$1 million. Nov. 30: According to
4th army division commander Gen. Eddy Pallares Cotes, two rebels were killed in fighting with
soldiers following destruction of a FARC camp in Villavicencio, Meta department. Soldiers seized
weapons, explosives and documents. Dec. 2: Military sources reported that soldiers deactivated
a 60 kg. explosive device on the Cano Limon- Covenas oil pipeline near Convencion, Norte de
Santander. According to ECOPETROL, rebels bombed the Cano-Limon pipeline near Piedra Ancha,
Narino department, causing a 10,000 barrel oil spill, and contamination of the Guiza and Mira rivers.
At the Santa Elena market in Cali, one police officer was killed and four others injured when a
bomb exploded at a police post and during subsequent fighting. The attack was attributed to FARC
rebels. The Bogota mayor's office announced a program to guarantee security during the holiday
season. The plan consists of continual monitoring of "strategic points" by 5,500 police officers and
2,500 soldiers through Jan. 6. Dec. 3: According to an RCN radio report, two cousins of Foreign
Minister Noemi Sanin Posada de Rubio were abducted by rebels from a ranch in Chiriguana, Cesar
department. Dec. 4: A communique issued by 4th army brigade commander Gen. Marino Gutierrez
blamed rebels for the April assassination of two journalists in Segovia, Antioquia department. The
journalists worked for the Bogota newspaper El Espectador. Police told reporters that 23 bodies were
found in eight common graves in Cucuta, Norte de Santander. The discovery followed a lengthy
intelligence service investigation. Four of the victims had been shot, while the others showed signs
of torture and strangulation. All were buried without clothing. Police believe highway robbers or
vigilante groups were responsible. Dec. 5: According to an RCN radio report which cited military
sources, at least 12 FARC rebels were killed in fighting with soldiers Dec. 4-5 near Mercedes,
Santander department. Soldiers seized 15 long-range weapons and ammunition. Medellin police
told reporters that a bomb blast presumably intended for a police patrol killed a civilian truck
driver on the highway north of Antioquia. Army sources in Cucuta, Santander, reported that 12
FARC rebels were killed or wounded during three hours of intense fighting near Sardinata, Norte
de Santander, near the Venezuelan border. Soldiers seized nine missiles, a rifle, two revolvers,
several grenades, communication equipment, ammunition, and FARC propoganda. Dec. 8: Military
spokespersons told reporters that five FARC rebels were killed in a clash with soldiers in Huila, 350
km. southeast of Bogota. ELN rebels killed two civilian employees of an army batallion working
on the highway near San Vicente de Chucuri, Santander department. Dec. 9: According to military
sources, four rebels and a police officer were killed during an attempt by approximately 50 rebels
armed with grenades and automatic weapons to occupy the city of San Martin, Cesar department.
Dec. 10: Army spokesperson told reporters that eight FARC rebels were killed and nine soldiers
wounded in fighting near San Juan de Arama, Meta department. The rebels abandoned several
rifles, a large quantity of ammunition, and 35 kg. of dynamite. Military sources said eight soldiers
were injured by the explosion of a mine planted by ELN rebels near Arauquita, Arauca department.
One soldier and one rebel were wounded in subsequent fighting. ELN rebels bombed the CanoLimon pipeline, causing a 4,000 barrel oil spill in the Tamalameque region of Cesar department.
(Sources: Notimex, 11/16/91; Deutsche Press Agentur, 11/27/91; Associated Press, 11/18/91, 11/20/91,
11/28-30/91; Spanish news service, EFE, 11/11/91, 11/16-18/91, 11/23/91, 11/28-30/91, 12/02/91,
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 3 of 4

LADB Article Id: 063658
ISSN: 1060-4189

12/04/91, 12/05/91, 12/08/91, 12/09/91; Agence France-Presse, 11/11/91, 11/14-16/91, 11/22- 27/91,
11/29/91, 11/30/91, 12/02-5/91, 12/07-10/91)
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